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Special for May and June 





“Mother of Grace!”’ Set of 50 holy pictures and prayer leaflets 
in black and white print, especially selected for those who love Our 


Lady and the Sacred Heart. 


These prayers and pictures are a re- 


minder of the love of Jesus and Mary and make ideal little remem- 
brances for special occasions: birthdays, anniversaries, graduations, 


etc. 


Price: 50¢ postpaid. 





Holy Communion Prayers for Children 
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A set of pictures and simple prayers chosen for First Holy 


Communion remembrances. 


Give them to the priests and sisters who 


are preparing children for their First Communion, too. They will 
appreciate them. Available in sets of 50, either one title or assorted. 


Price: 50¢ postpaid. 


A Candle for Mary 


Honor Our Lady in a special 
way this month by having a 
CANDLE burned before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Mary is 
called Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament and will show her- 
self your Mother in return for 
your loving devotion. A candle 
will be burned for your inten- 
tions before the Blessed Sac- 
rament exposed in any of our 
Sanctuaries of Perpetual 





Adoration for a day and a 
night for 50¢; one week, $3.50; 
one month, $12.00; one year, 
$144.00. 


A VIGIL LIGHT may be 
burned before the shrine of 
the Infant of Prague or in our 
Relic Chapel to honor your 
favorite Saint for an offering 
of 10¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Model of Mothers 





Mary, Our Spiritual Spring 


T HIS is May, the fairest month of the year, dedicated to Mary, 

our Queen and Mother. How proper for the Church to dedi- 
cate this month of glad reawakening to her who in the order of 
grace represents the springtime of man’s redemption and con- 
tains the promise of God’s sunshine and favor! 

Long and dreary had been the winter of God’s wrath! For 
centuries the world lay in the chill of spiritual death. Like 
nature held in the clasp of winter, men were spiritually dead, un- 
able of themselves to regain the life of grace. At last the time of 
redemption arrived. God willed to reawaken mankind to spirit- 
ual life, to breathe upon the cold and lifeless corpse and rouse it 
to activity. The clouds of God’s anger were rent asunder, the 
sunshine of infinite love fell upon the world, and from the frozen 
earth sprang forth an Immaculate Lily, the fairest flower of the 
root of Jesse, Mary, our Queen. 

So beautiful and so radiant is Mary in her spotless purity, 
so entrancing even to the eye of God, that looking down upon her 
the Holy Spirit exclaimed: “Thou art all fair, O My love, and 
there is not a spot in thee!” (Cant. 4:7.) 


With joyful hearts we gather about the altar to pay homage 
to our Mother, the Queen of May. What beauty, what grandeur, 
what delicate tints of heavenly grace surround our august Queen! 
Just as God has clothed the month of May with sparkling beauty, 
filled the woods with vibrant loveliness, and scented the fields 
with fragrance, so has He clothed the spiritual Spring of man’s 
redemption, Mary, His own Mother, with dazzling beauty and 
divine abundance. At this season we gather flowers from field and 
garden and offer them to our lovely Queen. These flowers are 
only symbols of a far more beautiful bouquet which we should 
present to our Blessed Mother—the offering of our heart, of our 
entire self—and through her to Jesus. Flowers soon wither and 
die; but hearts dedicated to Mary, placed upon her altar and in- 
flamed with love from her maternal bosom, will never fade. She 
will nourish these tender plants and insure them a rich blossom- 
ing in eternity. As Mary brought spiritual life to the world, so 
will she bring the sunshine of God’s grace to every one who turns 
to her with childlike confidence. 

What will you do during the month of May to prove your 
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love for Mary? ‘True devotion to Mary consists not only in 
admiration but also and especially in imitation. And there is 
so much to imitate in our Blessed Mother. She stands before us 
as a perfect exemplar of virtue, the Mirror of Justice. But there 
are two main qualities that every child of Mary should try to ac- 
quire. They are her deep faith and her generous love. 


Mary’s faith was strong and living. It stood the acid test 
of suffering. Yes, it was especially during the dark night of our 
Savior’s Passion that the star of her faith shone out so resplend- 
ently. Her whole life was guided by faith. She saw the Son of 
God in the helpless Infant of Bethlehem, and acknowledged and 
worshipped the Divinity of Christ hanging on the Cross. 


You too need faith. The just man, as St. Paul tells us, 
lives by faith. Ask your Blessed Mother for a spark of her faith, 
that you also may live by faith; that you may see God every- 
where—in your home, in your family, in your associates, in all 
the events of life. Begin to live your faith, to be actuated by 
supernatural motives, and, like Mary, you will also be fair and 
lovely in the eyes of God. 

Then learn to imitate Mary’s generous love. Was there 
ever a more complete and unconditional oblation made to God 
by a creature than that which Mary made on the occasion of 
the Annunciation? She understood well the will of God. She 
knew the Scriptures and the meaning of the prophecies concern- 
ing the Messias. She realized that to be the mother of the Savior 
meant not only the thrills of Bethlehem but also the nameless 
agony of Calvary. Nevertheless, she abandoned herself com- 
pletely to the will of God. Recall her words: “Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord! Be it done to me according to thy word!” 
What a sublime dedication! What a striking summary of her 
generous love! Mary’s whole subsequent life was only an echo 
of that first wholehearted surrender, that complete giving of self! 

All who wish to be followers of Christ need a generous love— 
a love that is strong enough to rise above the demands of unruly 
nature; a love that can say “no” to self and to the world, a love 
that can follow Christ on the way of His commandments and 
higher virtue. Inordinate self-love in the hearts of men, selfish- 
ness and greed and lust, are the cause of the misery in the world. 
These concupiscences are in each one of us because of our fallen 
state due to original sin. Beg your Blessed Mother, therefore, 
and beg her earnestly, for a ray of true love, that you too may 
give yourself to God as she did with your whole heart and soul. 
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“Shock Troops” of the Church 


Pope John XXIII has on more than one occasion shown his 
great love for teen-agers and the high hopes he places in them 
for the future of the Church. His address to the young women 
of Catholic Action in Italy which we printed in last month’s 
issue was a case in point. This month we give in major part 
his message to the Sodalists who were attending the World 
Congress of Sodalists at Newton, New Jersey, in August, 1959. 
In his introductory remarks he referred to the strength and 
flower of their youth, in whose virtue he placed the highest 
hope. 


Text of Holy Father’s Message 


HIS very year, on the Feast of the Most Blessed Trinity, when 
We spoke to your fellow sodalists of Rome in the Vatican 
Basilica, Our words about how much We think of you and with 
what love We embrace you flowed spontaneously from our inmost 
heart. We are happy now to affirm again this esteem for and this 
personal interest in you. 

The Church is an “acies ordinata,” a “battle line drawn up.” 
There can be no doubt, therefore, but that the divisions of its 
devoted army greatly hasten the inevitable victories of the King 
of Peace if they work together striving to excel in virtue. 

You have a record of which you can be justly proud. Your 
banners shine brilliantly with achievements for the glory of the 
name of Jesus. We know very well that you are the shock troops 
of this army. Day by day We propose ever greater things to you: 
We desire you to be second to none among the disciplined forces 
of this army in the exercise of the apostolate, wherever the faith 
wavers, wherever charity calls you, wherever devotion to the law 
of God and its protection demands. 

The heart of the matter which you have undertaken to dis- 
cuss in your congress is this: To what vocation are the members 
of Sodalities of Our Lady called in the crisis of the world today? 

With good judgment you have decided to explore and to 
reduce to practical applications the proposals which were laid 
down in the second Congress of the Lay Apostolate which was 
held in Rome in 1957. This shows most clearly how intimately 
you think with the Church, how you study ‘the complexities of 
the world-wide scene, and how, to the utmost of your forces, 
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through suitable resolutions, you apply the force and efficacy of 
your action to the ever fluctuating crises of our time, whatever 
the circumstances of these may be. 

It is for this reason that the sodality way of life is nourished 
at the very sources of Christian devotion and why it is directed 
to the work of the apostolate by the impelling force of divine 
love. Members of Sodalities of Our Lady freely embrace a life 
of personal holiness dedicated to the apostolate; they do this 
through consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary. This con- 
secration by its very nature contains the pledge of rising to the 
challenges of the sodality way of life for all of one’s years on 
earth. This is the source from which there rises and flows forth 
the zeal by which sodalists seek to make ever more progress in 
that marvelous attitude by which nothing but the divine good 
pleasure is desired in everything and by which they have as a 
fixed norm or standard of action the service of the Church and 
the salvation of souls through prayer, through vital action and 
through the example of all the virtues. 

However, it seems to Us, that in order to respond to your 
vocation fruitfully and to come up in a more perfect and com- 
plete way to what all expect of you, it is most important for you 
to be ever more and more that which you are by your very name: 
devotees of the Mother of God, promoters of devotion to her, 
dedicated to the extension of her maternal kingdom. 

Unquestionable signs seem to point to the fact that ours is 
a Marian Age and it likewise becomes clearer day by day that 
the way for men to return to God is assured by Mary; that Mary 
is the basis of our confidence, the guarantee of our security, the 
foundation of our hope. 

We address you, most beloved, in the words of the Mellif- 
luous Doctor (St. Bernard): “Take away Mary, this star of the 
sea, a sea that is vast and extensive, and what else is there but 
rolling fog, but the shadow of death and densest darkness? Let 
us therefore venerate this Mary with every pulse of our hearts, 
with every movement of our desires and affections, for this is 
His will who wishes us to have all through Mary. This, I say, 
is His will for us: that Mary, caring as she does in all and through 
all for the unfortunate, may allay our fears, enliven our faith, 
assure our timidity, abolish our smallness of spirit” (Sermo De 
Aquaeductu, VI-VII). 

This is why, by cultivating earnestly the deepest love in your 
hearts for Mary, you are to make her virtues permeate your way 
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of life, why you are to bring as many as possible to your way of 
imitating her, beseeching the Mother and Queen of Heaven and 
earth in the words: “Draw us, we will run after thee in the odor 
of thine ointments” (Cf. Cant. 1:3). 


Peace and benediction to you and to your undertakings now 
and forever; may you have the power and help of the name of 
Jesus on through the ages; may you have the favor of the smiling 
eyes of the Virgin Mary; and may yours be the triumph of justice 
and truth! 





A Gift for Mother in Ceramic 


A simple shrine or a more elaborate one 
to invite prayer and devotion to our Blessed 
Mother during her month of May or any 
time. Ideal for your indoor or outdoor shrine 
is Our Lady of Fatima statue from our Saint 
Benedict Craft Shop. Made of white porce- 
lain, especially fired to withstand the weather, 
the statue stands a graceful 26 inches high. 
It will be shipped to you any place in the 
United States for $22.00, plus handling and 
shipping charges collected on delivery. 





Reclining Crucifix — for desk or table. 
The ivory-tinted figure of Christ crucified is 
shown against a background of black, brown, 
white or light brown rocks. 5'% inches long. 
$1.00 each. Each crucifix will be touched to 
a relic of the True Cross before it is sent to 
you. Add 15% of total cost for postage. 





St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Novena to the 
Holy Spirit 


MAY 12 — MAY 20 





THE Novena to the Holy Spirit before the feast of Pentecost was 
instituted by Pope Leo XIII, who, urging the faithful to pray to the 
Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, wrote: “We ought to pray to and 
invoke the Holy Spirit, for each one of us greatly needs His protection 
and His help. The more a man is deficient in wisdom, weak in strength, 
borne down with trouble, prone to sin, so ought he the more to fly to 
Him who is the never-ceasing Fount of light, strength, consolation and 
holiness. And chiefly that first requisite of man, the forgiveness of sins, 
must be sought from Him. ‘It is the special character of the Holy Spirit 
that He is the Gift of the Father and the Son. Now remission of sins is 
given by the Holy Spirit who is the Gift of God’ (Summa)... . 


“How He should be invoked is clearly taught by the Church, who 
addresses Him in humble supplication, calling upon Him by the sweetest 
of names: ‘Come, Father of the poor! Come, Giver of gifts! Come, Light 
of hearts! O best of Consolers, sweet Guest of the soul, our Refresh- 
ment!’ She earnestly implores Him to wash, heal, water our minds and 
hearts, and to give us who trust in Him ‘the merit of virtue, the acquire- 
ment of salvation, and joy everlasting!’ 


“Nor can it be in any way doubted that He will listen to such 
prayer, since we read these words written by His own inspiration: The 
Spirit Himself asketh for us with unspeakable groanings (Rom. 8:26). 

“Lastly, we ought confidently and continually to beg of Him to illu- 
minate us daily more and more with His light and inflame us with His 
charity; for, thus inspired with faith and love, we may press onward 
earnestly toward our eternal reward, since He is the pledge of our inheri- 
tance (Eph. 1:14).” 


Let us all ask the Holy Spirit especially during this Novena to en- 
lighten our spiritual and civil rulers and to guide them in all their de- 
liberations and decisions. Personal intentions sent to us for the Novena 
will be placed on the Exposition Altar, and remembered in the Novena 
in each of our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration. 
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The Mission of the Holy Spirit 


By Dom Columba Marmion, 0.S.B., whose cause 
for Beatification is making favorable progess. 


T HE Holy Spirit descended visibly upon the Apostles at Pente- 

cost. From that day the Holy Church has been spreading 
over all the earth. She is the kingdom of Jesus, and it is the 
Holy Spirit who, with the Father and the Son, governs His 
Kingdom. He completes in souls the work of holiness begun by 
the Redemption. He is, in the Church, what the soul is to the 
body: the Spirit that animates and quickens it, the Spirit that 
safeguards unity, while His action produces manifold and diverse 
effects. He brings all her vigor and all her beauty. 

The Holy Spirit, promised and sent by the Father and by 
Jesus, gave the plenitude and intensity of supernatural life to 
the first Christians. (See Acts, Ch. 12.) Dissimilar as they were, 
they had, however, on account of the love that the Holy Spirit 
poured forth in them, “one heart and one soul” (Acts 4:32). 

Since then the Holy Spirit abides in the Church in a perma- 
nent, indefectible manner, exercising an unceasing action of life 
and sanctification: “He shall dwell with you, and be in you” 
(John 14:17). He renders her infallible in the truth: “But 
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will teach you all the 
truth” (John 16:13), and will guard you from all error. By 
His action a wonderful supernatural fruitfulness springs up in 
the Church; He plants and unfolds in virgins, martyrs and con- 
fessors those heroic virtues which are among the marks of holi- 
ness. In a word, He is the Spirit who by His inspirations works 
in souls, rendering the Church which Jesus acquired for Himself 
by His Precious Blood “holy and without blemish,” worthy of be- 
ing presented by Christ to His Father on the day of final triumph. 

Historically and as a visible mission, Pentecost is doubtless 
ended; but the inward action of the Spirit is unceasing. Its 
virtue endures forever, its grace remains. The Holy Spirit’s mis- 
sion in souls is henceforth invisible, but it is none the less fruitful. 

Look at the Church on the day when she celebrates the 
Ascension. What is her prayer after having hymned the glori- 
fication of her Divine Bridegroom and having rejoiced in it with 
gladness? “O King of Glory, Lord of hosts, who didst today 
ascend in triumph to the highest heavens, leave us'not orphans, 
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but send down upon us the Spirit of truth promised by the 
Father” (Antiphon from second Vespers of the Ascension). O 
most powerful High Priest, now that Thou art seated at the right 
hand of the Father and dost enjoy in all fulness Thy victory and 
power, ask Thy Father, as Thou didst promise, to send us another 
Comforter. By the sufferings of Thy Humanity Thou didst merit 
this grace for us. The Father will hear Thee because He loves 
Thee. Because Thou art His beloved Son, He will send, with 
Thee, the Spirit that He Himself promised when He said: “I 
will pour forth the Spirit of grace and of prayer upon all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem.” Send Him into our souls, that He 
may abide there forever. 


The Church prays as if Pentecost were to be renewed for 
us; she repeats the antiphon Rex gloriae each day until Pentecost. 
Then on the day of the solemnity of Pentecost she multiplies 
the praises she offers to the Spirit in language full of magnificence 
and poetry: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Thy faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of Thy love (versicle from the Alleluia 
of the Mass). Come, and from the height of heaven send down 
on us a ray of Thy light! O most blessed light, fill our inmost 
hearts with Thy radiance! (Sequence Veni Sancte Spiritus.) 
Fount of living water, Fire of love, spiritual Unction, come! 
Shed Thy light in our minds, pour forth Thy charity into our 
hearts, strengthen our weakness with Thy unfailing strength!” 
(Hymn Veni Creator.) 


If the Church, our Mother, places these desires in our souls 
and these prayers upon our lips, it is not only to recall to us the 
visible mission which took place on the day of Pentecost, but 
in order that this mystery may be interiorly renewed with us all. 

Let us repeat these ardent aspirations with the Church. 
Above all, let us beseech the Heavenly Father to send us this 
Spirit. Through sanctifying grace we are His children, and, as 
such, our condition urges the Father to pour down [iis gifts upon 
us. It is because He loves us as His children that He gives us 
His Son. Holy Communion is “the Bread of children” (Sequence 
Lauda Sion). Again, it is because we are His children that He 
_sends us His Spirit, one of His most perfect gifts (Hymn Veni 
Creator). Indeed, what does St. Paul say? “And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts” 
(Gal. 4:6). He is the Spirit of the Son, because He proceeds 
from the Son as from the Father, and He is sent by both the 
Father and the Son. This is why in the Preface for Pentecost 
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the Church sings: “It is truly meet and just... that we always 
and in all places give thanks to Thee, O holy Lord, Father 
Almighty, eternal God, through Christ our Lord, who, ascending 
above all the heavens and sitting at Thy right hand, did this 
day send down upon the children of adoption the Holy Spirit 
whom He had promised.” 


So then it is to all the children of adoption, to all those 
who are the brethren of Jesus by sanctifying grace, that the Holy 
Spirit is given. And because this Gift is Divine and contains 
every most precious gift of life and of holiness, His effusion in 
us—an effusion which was manifested with such abundance on 
the day of Pentecost—“fills the whole world with overflowing 
joy” (Preface of Pentecost). 


You may perhaps say: Have we not already received the 
Holy Spirit at baptism, and yet more especially in the sacrament 
of confirmation? Assuredly we have, but we can always receive 
Him more abundantly. We can always receive from Him clearer 
light, greater strength. He can always make deeper well-springs 
of consolation rise up in our souls and enkindle within our hearts 
a more intense love. 

And this fruitful working of the Spirit within us can be 
renewed not only during the holy days of Pentecost; but each 
time that we receive a sacrament we receive an increase of grace, 
for He is one with the Father and the Son: “We will come to 
him and make our abode with him” (John 14:23). The Holy 
Spirit comes to dwell within us. He remains in order to sanctify 
us, to guide all our supernatural activity. He enriches us, be- 
stows upon us His gifts of wisdom and of understanding, of 
counsel and of fortitude, of knowledge, of piety, and of fear of 
the Lord, which make us act as children of God: “For whoever 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 
8:14). 

He dwells in us. Divine Guest, full of love and kindness, 
He makes His abode in our hearts that He may help and 
strengthen us. He will leave us only if we have the misfortune 
to drive Him from our souls by mortal sin. To drive out this 
Spirit of love by preferring the creature to Him in an absolute 
manner is what St. Paul calls extinguishing the Spirit (1 Thess. 
5:19). Moreover, let us follow the Apostle’s counsel and not 
“grieve the Holy Spirit” (Ephes. 4:30). Do not let us resist 
His inspirations by any fully deliberate fault, however slight, by 
wilfully replying “no” to the good He suggests to us. 
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His action is extremely delicate, and when the soul resists 
Him deliberately and frequently, she forces Him little by little 
to be silent. Then she comes to a standstill in the path of holi- 
ness, and even incurs great risk of leaving the way of salvation. 
What can such a soul do, without a master to guide her, without 
joy to transport her? 


Let us be faithful to this Spirit who comes with the Father 
and the Son to take up His abode with us. “Do you not know,” 
says St. Paul, “that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16.) Each increase 
of grace is like a new reception of this Divine Guest, a new 
taking possession of our souls by Him, a new embrace of love. 

And how beneficial are these workings in the faithful soul! 
He makes us “know the Father” (Hymn Veni Creator). And 
by making Him known, He produces in the soul the gift of piety, 
the attitude of adoration and love which it ought ever to preserve 
toward the Heavenly Father. Listen to what St. Paul so ex- 
plicitly says: “In like manner the Spirit also helps our weakness. 
For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself pleads for us with unutterable groanings” 
(Rom. 8:26). And what is this prayer? “You have received a 
spirit of adoption as sons, by virtue of which we cry, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ The Spirit Himself gives testimony to our spirit that 
we are sons of God” (Rom. 8:15, 16). 

He makes us also “know the Son” (Hymn Veni Creator). 
He manifests Jesus to us. He is this inward Master who makes 
us penetrate into the meaning of His words and His mysteries. 
“He will glorify Me, because He will receive of what is Mine and 
declare it to you” (John 16:14). By making divine knowledge 
abound in us, by keeping us in the presence of Jesus, by inspiring 
us ever to do what is pleasing to Him, He causes Christ to reign 
in us. By His infinitely delicate and sovereignly efficacious ac- 
tion, He forms Jesus in us. Is not that the substance of all 
holiness? 

Let us then ask Him to enter into us and increase in us the 
abundance of His gifts. Fervent prayer is the condition of His 
indwelling in our souls. 

Humility is another condition. Let us come before Him 
with the intimate conviction of our inward poverty. This dis- 
position of soul is excellent in order to receive Him of whom the 
Church sings: “Without Your help there is nothing in man that 
is not harmful to him” (Sequence Veni Sancte Spiritus). Let us 
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borrow, moreover, from the Church these fervent aspirations: 
“Come, Spirit of love. Come, Thou solace in sorrow, wash away 
our stains, bedew our dryness, heal our wounds. Bend that 
which is stubborn in us, melt that which is frozen, rule our 
wandering steps” (Sequence Veni Sancte Spiritus). 

Despite our miseries let us invoke the Holy Spirit. On ac- 
count of these very miseries He will hear us. And since He is 
one with the Father and the Son, let us say likewise to the 
Father: Father, send to us, in the name of Thy Son Jesus, the 
Spirit of love, that He may fill us with the intimate sense of our 
divine filiation. And Thou, O Jesus, our High Priest, now sitting 
at Thy Father’s right hand, intercede for us, so that this mission 
of the Spirit, whom Thou didst promise to us and didst merit 
for us, may be abundant; that it may be an impetuous river 
making glad the city of souls; or, rather, according to Thine own 
words, “a fountain of water, springing up unto life everlasting.” 


—From Christ in His Mysteries, pp. 335-341. 


The Blessed Trinity 


PoPE Leo XIII, in His encyclical on the Holy Spirit, Divinum 

Illud, speaks also on the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity, 
of which he says: “It will be both desirable and useful to say a 
few words about the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity. This dog- 
ma is called by the Fathers of the Church ‘the substance of the 
New Testament,’ that is to say, the greatest of all the mysteries, 
since it is the foundation and origin of them all. In order to 
know and contemplate this mystery, the angels were created in 
heaven and men upon earth. In order to teach more fully this 
mystery, which was but foreshadowed in the Old Testament, God 
Himself came down from the angels unto men. ‘No one has at 
any time seen God. The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He has revealed Him’ (John 1:18). Whosoever 
then writes or speaks of the Trinity must keep before his eyes 
the prudent warning of the Angelic Doctor: ‘When we speak of 
the Trinity, we must do so with caution and modesty, for, as St. 
Augustine says, nowhere else are more dangerous errors made, 
or is research more difficult, or discovery more fruitful.’ 
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“The danger that arises is lest the Divine Persons be con- 
founded one with the other in faith or worship, or lest the one 
nature in Them be separated: for ‘This is the Catholic Faith, 
that we should adore one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity.’ 
Therefore, our predecessor Innocent XII absolutely refused the 
petition of those who desired a special festival in honor of God 
the Father. For, although the separate mysteries connected with 
the Incarnate Word are celebrated on certain fixed days, yet 
there is no special feast on which the Word is honored according 
to His Divine Nature alone. And even the Feast of Pentecost 
was instituted in the earliest times, not simply to honor the Holy 
Spirit in Himself, but to commemorate His coming, or His ex- 
ternal mission. And all this has been most wisely ordained, lest 
from distinguishing the Persons men should be led to distinguish 
the Divine Essence. 


“Moreover, the Church, in order 
to preserve in her children the pur- 
ity of faith, instituted the Feast of 
the Most Holy Trinity, which John 
XXII afterwards extended to the 
Universal Church. He also per- 
mitted altars and churches to be 
dedicated to the Blessed Trinity, 
and with the divine approval, sanc- 
tioned the Order for the Ransom of 
Captives, which is specially devoted 
to the Blessed Trinity, and bears Its 
name. Many facts confirm Its truth. 


“The worship paid to the saints and angels, to the Mother 
of God, to Christ Himself, finally redounds to the honor of the 
Blessed Trinity. In prayers addressed to one Person, there is also 
mention of the others; in the litanies, after the individual Persons 
have been separately invoked, a common invocation to all is 
added. All psalms and hymns conclude with the doxology to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Blessings, sacred rites, and sacra- 
mentals are either accompanied or concluded by the invocation 
of the Blessed Trinity. This was already foreshadowed by the 
Apostle in those words: ‘For of Him, and by Him, and in Him, 
are all things: to Him be glory forever,’ (Rom. 11:36), thereby 
signifying both the trinity of Persons and the unity of Nature. 
For, as this is one and the same in each of the Persons, so to each 
is equally owing supreme glory as to one and the same God. 
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“St. Augustine, com- 
menting upon this tes- 
timony, writes: “The 
words of the Apostle, 
of Him, and by Him, 
and in Him, are not to 
be taken indiscrimi- 
nately: of Him refers to 
the Father, by Him to 
& the Son, in Him to the 
Holy Spirit’ (Treatise 
on the Trinity). 





“The Church is accustomed, most fittingly, to attribute to 
the Father those works of the Divinity in which power excels; 
to the Son, those in which wisdom excels; and those in which 
love excels, to the Holy Spirit. Not that all perfections and ex- 
ternal operations are not common to the Divine Persons; for ‘the 
operations of the Trinity are indivisible, even as the essence of the 
Trinity is indivisible’ (St. Augustine), because, as the three 
Divine Persons ‘are inseparable, so do They act inseparably.’ 
But by a certain comparison and a kind of affinity between the 
operations and the properties of the Persons, these operations are 
attributed, or, as it is said ‘appropriated’ to one Person rather 
than to the others. ‘Just as we make use of the traces of simi- 
larity or likeness which we find in creatures for the manifestation 
of the Divine Persons, so do we use their essential attributes; and 
this manifestation of the Persons by their essential attributes is 
called appropriation.’ (St. Augustine.) 

“In this manner, the Father, who is the ‘principle of the 
whole Godhead,’ is also the efficient cause of things, of the Incar- 
nation of the Word and the sanctification of souls. ‘Of Him are all 
things,’ of Him referring to the Father. But the Son, the Word, 
the Image of God, is also the exemplary cause whence all crea- 
tures borrow their form and beauty, their order and harmony. 
He is for us the way, the truth, and the life: the reconciler of 
man with God. ‘By Him are all things,’ by Him referring to the 
Son. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate cause of all things, since, 
as the will and all other things finally rest in their end, so He who 
is the Divine Goodness and the mutual Love of the Father and 
the Son, completes and perfects, by His strong yet gentle power, 
the secret work of man’s eternal salvation. ‘In Him are all 
things,’ in Him referring to the Holy Spirit.” 
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The Rosary and the Deep Things of God 


HEN we think of May, we think of Mary; and when we 
think of Mary our thoughts turn to the Rosary because 
of its close association with her. The Rosary is a devotion dear 
to Mary and dear to us. It is dear to Mary because it teaches 
so many mysteries of Faith. It should be dear to us because 
while we pray it we search into the deep things of God. We are 
lifted up, yes, enthralled by the beauties of His mysteries, and, 
above all, are purified and strengthened by the action of God’s 
love and mercy in our souls. 


The Rosary teaches about God, for the mysteries upon 
which we meditate are the works of the Most Holy Trinity. They 
are revealed by the Holy Spirit, who, St. Paul says, “searches 
the deep things of God” (1 Cor. 2:10). The Holy Spirit even 
prays within us when we truly pray, and then we pray “in spirit 
and in truth,” as Our Lord tells us we should pray. The Holy 
Spirit aids us to search into the various mysteries as we meditate, 
and enables us to enter into the grace of each mystery, pleading 
with the Holy Trinity in union with us. “He pleads for the 
saints according to God” (Rom. 8:27). 

The deep things of God which the Holy Spirit puts before 
our mind’s eye first of all concern the intimate life of God: the 
eternal Family of God, the adorable Trinity who is the First 
Love, the First Beauty, the First Power, the First Wisdom, the 
Three Divine Persons united in an eternal embrace and re-echo- 
ing unceasingly, one to the other: LOVE! LOVE! LOVE! This 
triple embrace is but a single embrace, and this triple love is but 
one love because the three Persons are Trinity in Unity and 
Unity in Trinity. 

As we begin our Rosary we lift our mind to the Triune God 
when we say the Creed: “I believe in God, the Father Al- 
mighty. ... I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord.... 
I believe in the Holy Spirit. ...” 

We find the Blessed Trinity in each mystery of the Rosary. 
The three Persons are always together because it is the nature 
of the Blessed Trinity that where one Person is the Others are 
also. When we consider the mystery of the Annunciation and 
Incarnation of the Word of God, we reflect how the Second 
Person of the Trinity assumed human flesh and blood in the 
womb of Mary. We know that only the Second Person became 
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man, but all three Persons co-operated in the Incarnation and 
Redemption, just as they co-operate in the sanctification of souls. 
The Son alone assumed our human nature, but it was by the will 
of the Father and the power of the Holy Spirit. The Three 
Persons took counsel, as it were, and said: “Let us make man 
to our image and likeness.” As soon as Mary gave her consent to 
God’s plan for the Incarnation as announced to her by the Arch- 
angel Gabriel, the new Adam was formed in her bosom. This 
virginal Humanity came forth directly from the power of God. 
Of this new Adam, the Blessed Trinity could truly say: “Behold. 
Adam is become as one of Us!” (Gen. 3:22.) 


When we pray the Sorrowful Mysteries, we behold how the 
Eternal Trinity contemplates the innocent Humanity of Jesus 
in His work of redeeming man. Jesus sheds His Blood in the 
agony, in the scourging and crowning with thorns, and pours out 
the last drop in the crucifixion. God is appeased by the deluge 
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of this Precious Blood, and the Blessed Trinity pronounces the 
word of pardon once used after the sinful world had been purged 
by the deluge at the time of Noe: “I will no more destroy every 
living soul as I have done” (Gen. 8:21). 

We may consider the mysteries under the aspect of God’s 
mercy and justice, or any other of His attributes. Justice and 
mercy seem so contrary to each other. Can they be reconciled? 
They are reconciled in the Passion of Jesus. As we meditate on 
the Sorrowful Mysteries, we see how God in His justice takes 
infinite vengeance upon sin, yet He is ever ready to show infinite 
mercy to sinners. We need only to look upon Jesus on the Cross 
to understand that there “mercy and truth have met each other; 
justice and peace have kissed” (Ps. 84) and are united in an 
eternal embrace. 

Men often fail in the execution of human justice. Divine 
Justice never yields and never fails to be true justice. Even 
God’s pardon is just! Because Jesus made infinite atonement 
and reparation for every sin men have committed and may yet 
commit, God must, in justice to Him, pardon any sin when the 
sinner is truly repentant. What hope and confidence this thought 
should inspire in souls who wonder if God can really forgive such 
great and long-continued sin as their life has been. Atonement 
has already been made for all of them by the Passion of Jesus. 
Let them take heart. They need only fulfil the conditions or- 
dained by God in order to be forgiven and again reconciled to 
their Heavenly Father. Yes, Jesus waits to pronounce the words 
of absolution in the Sacrament of Penance over all His “prodigal” 
sons and daughters during this Easter season, which ends May 28, 
on the feast of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus has made reparation 
for all the guilty. “Infinite Love—Infinite Justice—Infinite 
Mercy.” This is what God has written upon the Cross with the 
Blood of His Son. Go to the Cross. Go to Jesus who is your 
merciful Savior, and who will pardon all in a good confession. 

The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary lend themselves to the 
contemplation of the plans of the Blessed Trinity for souls in the 
life to come. What beautiful ideas they give us of the deep things 
of God! The Rosary cannot raise entirely the veil that hides 
the depths of eternity, but we can peer through the shadowy 
darkness and see at least some consoling rays of light to make 
us desire the things that are promised. 

The Glorious Mysteries show us Jesus in the triumphs of 
His Risen Life, and as the Model of all the predestined children 
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of God. We come to realize that to be like Him in His glory, we 
must also be like Him in His life and sufferings. The Glorious 
Mysteries give us some notion, though imperfect, of the afterlife 
in the world to come. They lead us into eternity, that impene- 
trable, deep mystery. Yet why should we fear it when we know 
that eternity has already begun in us? We already have a begin- 
ning of eternal life, which we hope to possess in its fulness in heav- 
en. Sanctifying grace is the beginning of eternal life and of eternal 
glory here on earth. Sanctifying grace was imparted to our soul 
in Baptism, strengthened in Confirmation, renewed in Penance, 
vivified and increased in Holy Communion, and, please God, will 
be built up to the full measure of Christ’s bestowal in Extreme 
Unction, so that we may enter immediately into the joy and glory 
of the Lord when death’s summons comes. 


We know the Blessed Trinity, and the Man-God, Jesus 
Christ, by faith. Faith gives us an intimate relationship with 
God. What we believe by faith and what we see by the Beatific 
Vision are one and the same thing. The Rosary feeds our faith. 
Its mysteries contain all the truths of our holy religion. By faith 
we already possess the eternal things we hope for. By faith there 
is in the soul of the Christian the seed of eternal glory, the 
principle and beginning of a blessed eternity. Our lifework is 
to develop this seed to full maturity so that we become like our 
Model, Jesus. 

The Rosary enables us to contact the Blessed Trinity in a 
special way, because Jesus, the Man-God, whom we adore in its 
mysteries, is the bridge to God. He touches time and eternity— 
the bank of time because He is Man, and the bank of eternity 
because He is God. Through Him, with Him, and in Him we 
will truly pray the Rosary and as we learn the lessons our Divine 
Master teaches us, we shall come to know the deep things of God. 








Spiritual Vitamin for MAY 


Immaculate Queen of Peace, 
Pray for us. 


(300 days’ Indulgence.) 
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Patron of Workers 


O saint, except our Blessed Mother, has so many and great 
charges assigned to him as St. Joseph. To his most prom- 
inent titles of Virgin Father of Christ, Spouse of the Virgin Mary, 
Patron of the Universal Church and Patron of the Dying, Pope 
Pius XII added that of Patron of Workers. By instituting the 
feast of St. Joseph the Worker (on May 1) and making him the 
heavenly patron of all workers, the Church wishes to emphasize 
the dignity of labor and to show what great merit can be gained 
by laboring with God and for God, as did St. Joseph. 

While St. Joseph’s 
special mission on earth 
was to protect and to pro- 
vide for Jesus and Mary, 
and to. safeguard Our 
Lady’s honor, we must not 
suppose that he was only a 
rustic ignorant laborer, un- 
able to enter into the finer 
sensibilities of his exalted 
charges. Rather we must 
suppose that he was per- 
fectly equipped for his 
lofty mission. Being of 
noble extraction, we may 
be sure that beneath the 
humble guise of the laborer 
was a heart attuned to the 
tenderest feelings of love 
and devotedness, a mind 
enlightened by the splen- 
dors of God’s truth, and a 
refinement of thought and 
speech that fitted him to 
share the love and intimate 
companionship of Jesus and Mary and to be the tutor of the 
Divine Child. 


We may be sure, likewise, that St. Joseph led a life of 
sublime prayer and union with God in all the circumstances of 
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his life. Though prayer flourishes best in solitude and retire- 
ment, we can learn from St. Joseph’s example that a prayerful 
spirit may be kept up also in a life of great activity and distract- 
ing cares. Let us ask St. Joseph to teach us the secret of a 
prayerful life. Doubtless he will tell us it is to be found in that 
brief motto which was the inspiration of his own most holy life: 
ALL FOR JESUS! 

As members of the great army of the world’s workers, let 
us draw down special blessings upon our own work and upon 
the whole world by assisting at Holy Mass and receiving Holy 
Communion on the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker, and asking 
his help and protection. 


God’s Life in Us 


(Concluded) 


“The Word Who Breathes Forth Love” 


OD’S life in Himself is that act of knowing and loving Himself 

which has had no beginning, will have no end, and is always 

and perpetually being fulfilled in the ever-present NOW of eter- 

nity. God knows Himself in the Son, the perfect Word which 

expresses all that is in God: the Word that is not just any sort 

of word but the Word who with the Father breathes forth love— 
the love that is the Holy Spirit. 

God’s life in us is twofold, as we have seen. First, it is the 
precious gift of sanctifying grace, the created participation in 
God’s own nature and all the wonderful effects of justification 
and divine adoption that grace brings to the soul. And secondly, 
it is the Giver Himself: God’s life in Himself—in us. More than 
in us He is with us in a special way, over and above the way He 
is in each and every particle of creation, knowing it and giving 
it existence. He is dwelling within us as our most beloved and 
loving Friend. 

God’s act of knowing and loving Himself takes on a new 
significance in us: that act which is eternal in heaven actually 
begins to be in us at the moment of our baptism, at the pouring 
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on of the water and the pouring into our souls of sanctifying 
grace. We can truly say “begins to be,” because in that very 
moment God takes up His abode in us and is thus present in our 
souls in a way in which He was not there before. 


The Son, begotten of the Father, dwelling in our souls, then 
enlightens our minds with a knowledge of the Father “which 
breaks forth into affection of love” (Summa Theol., Ia, q.43, a.5, 
ad 2). It is this ultimate effect of love that characterizes the 
indwelling, so that “this wonderful union, although it is most 
certainly produced by the presence of the whole Blessed Trinity, 
nevertheless is attributed in a special manner to the Holy Spirit. 
For, while traces of divine power (attribute of the Father) and 
wisdom (attribute of the Son) appear even in wicked man, 
charity, which is the special mark of the Holy Spirit, is shared 
in only by the just.” (Leo XIII, Divinum Illud.) 

If the action of the Word is to enlighten unto love, the 
mission of the Holy Spirit is to bring that love into possession 
of its object—to effect a real union with God even in this life. 
If sanctifying grace is the cause of the divine indwelling, drawing 
God as the object of our supernatural knowledge and love into 
our souls, it is through the Holy Spirit and especially His gift 
of divine charity that we may truly possess and enjoy God. 

But do we really possess God? Yes, as surely as we own 
any property in our material world. However, we possess God 
in a different way, for He is not like a book or a house or even 
like the air we breathe, to be seen or felt with our physical senses. 
We can only think in terms of objects and concepts, but even in 
our material world, when we think of an apple, our mind does not 
stop at the letters A-p-P-L-E. We go beyond to the reality which 
those letters convey. We “see” the real apple in all its roundness 
and redness; we “taste” its fresh flavor, its firm or mealy texture. 
This is possible because we have seen and eaten a real apple in 
the past. Because we have held the reality in our hand, we are 
able to possess and enjoy it again by recalling it to our mind. 

God is not seen with bodily eyes nor experienced by our 
physical senses. Rather He is possessed by the soul—that part 
of us made in His image—through the soul’s “senses,” the intel- 
lect and the will—or, as we have been calling them, our powers 
of knowing and loving. 

Yet we cannot love what we do not know. How then do we 
form our ideas, our concepts of God, if we have never seen Him? 
Through God’s own words about Himself, spoken, taught, lived 
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by His most perfect image, Jesus Christ. ‘He who sees Me sees 
also the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father in Me?” 
(John 14:9, 10.) In Christ’s teaching, preserved and passed on 
by His Church, are contained all the truths of God; in His life 
are revealed all God’s infinite perfections and love for men. But 
like St. Peter, we, too, by faith, must search beyond the words 
of Holy Scripture, penetrate beyond the articles of our Apostles’ 
Creed to the reality that is God. (Cf. Matt. 16:16.) And, as 
with Peter, our knowledge, our spiritual possession of truth, in 
faith, must bear fruit in love. 


We can never hope to love God as He ought to be loved, even 
in heaven. Only He can love Himself to that degree. But we 
can love Him as He loves Himself. Christ prayed for His dis- 
ciples and for us as well when He asked His Father “that the 
love with which Thou hast loved Me may be in them” (John 
17:26). That love is a special kind of love: the love of charity. 


The love of charity is not mere benevolence that only wishes 
good to others but is indifferently moved as to whether that good 
comes to them or not. Nor is it the love that seeks only its own 
self-satisfaction. The charity of God, which has been given to 
us, not only wishes others to share the same tremendous Good 
it possesses, but, regarding others as another self, also works to 
obtain that Good for them. We have only to look at Christ’s 
life to see how completely He identified Himself with us—how 
He took upon Himself all our sorrows and trials, our hopes and 
desires. “He was made like unto us in all things except sin.” 
And we have the abiding evidence of His love in the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

We can be sure of God’s love for us. But can we be sure 
that we really love Him in return? Christ again sets the standard 
by which we may measure our love of Him: “A new command- 
ment I give you... that as I have loved you, you also love one 
another. By this will all men know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another” (John 13:34, 35). We love 
others as Christ has loved us—with the same love, through the 
gift of charity; in the same manner, desiring for them the same 
eternal beatitude that we long to attain ourselves. 

Charity is a mutual love, given and received, between God 
and us. We do not necessarily expect to find everyone we meet 
pleasant, kind, lovable. We love them because God loves them 
and because they too, with the help of grace; can love Him in 
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return. Our joy is a fruit of our love of God alone. It comes 
from the presence of God dwelling in our souls, from our power 
to return love for love through the gift of charity. But joy will 
only be complete in the perfect face-to-face possession we will 
enjoy in heaven. “I will see you again and your heart shall re- 
joice, and your joy no one shall take from you” (John 16:22). 
We will love God 
then as we love 
others. We will 
abide in His love as 
we keep His com- 
mandments and 
strive to direct all 
our hopes and de- 
sires to our ulti- 
mate end: union 
with Him in time 
and ineternity. “He 
who has My com- 
mandments and 
keeps them, he it is 
who loves Me” 
(John 14:21). 


By faith we know 
God. By charity 
we fly to His em- 
brace. We are like 
the child running 
down the path of 
life to meet its 
father. We cannot see our Father’s face but we know Him by 
the way He walks, by His outstretched hand beckoning us. So 
we run to Him, eagerly, expectantly—fully confident that His 
omnipotent arms will catch us up and hold us close to His Heart; 
that He Himself will bear us home, safe and secure in His love. 





Although this article brings to a close the series on grace, it must 
be noted that the subject of grace and the divine indwelling is far from 
ended or complete. Much has been left unsaid. Much more could and 
perhaps should have been said. But it is hoped—in all true charity— 
the little that.has been recorded will lead the reader to discover for him- 
self that God’s life in us through grace is really the beginning of our 
heavenly life of love and joy in Him. 
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Mother 


W HAT is a Mother? A Mother is someone who is intimately 

associated with the creative power of God. A Mother is a 
created reflection of one whom we call uncreated Love, the Holy 
Spirit. Wisdom, goodness, mildness, tenderness, faith, fortitude 
—all are to be found within the heart of a mother who under- 
stands and responds to the sublime vocation to which she has 
been called. How tremendous is the power the little word 
“Mother” possesses: Lisped by baby lips, it means security; in 
time of trouble, it bespeaks peace; in time of suffering, it brings 
courage; in moments of loneliness it means a heart that will un- 
derstand; in time of joy and happiness, it means one who shares 
that joy, and one who can be blissfully happy in knowing that her 
child rejoices. 

Mother is a word that has the power to melt the stoniest 
hearts. It can open a book of memories and reveal the deepest 
emotions of the human soul. Centuries may come and go, the 
wheels of progress may continue to grind and produce new and 
better products, science can make giant strides—as we are wit- 
nessing in this 20th century—yet, there is one scene that remains 
unchanged, that of a Mother and child. 


Perhaps God wished to teach us just how highly He es- 
teemed the vocation of Motherhood. In His own inscrutable 
designs, He chose to dwell within the womb of her whom He had 
selected out of all creation to co-operate intimately with Him 
in His redemptive work. For nine long, silent months He was 
content to rest beneath the heart of Mary, patiently awaiting 
the moment when He would come forth “as a giant to run the 
way.” God Himself chose to be a child; and He chose to call 
His most wonderful creation “Mother.” 'That was the first ac- 
tion of the God-man: to take to Himself a Mother. And so 
beloved was she that He kept her close to His side during that 
moment of supreme importance, His death upon the Cross. Yes, 
Christ knew what it meant to have a Mother; He knew that there 
is a depth in each soul that only a Mother can sound. And to 
give to each and every one of His creatures the opportunity to 
whisper “Mother,” that word of courage and of comfort at any 
moment during life, He looked down from His redeeming Cross, 
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and to each of us He said: “Behold thy Mother.” Not My Moth- 
er, no; Jesus said thy Mother. He said in effect: she is Mine, 
but I share her with you, for you will find need of her. She is 
with me here on Calvary, she has followed Me on the sorrowful 
way of the Cross; now I give her to you that you may find her 
near when your hour of Calvary approaches. ... she knows Me 
as no other shall ever know Me, and she will teach you the mean- 
ing of love, of faith, and hope and courage. 


Mothers of today, study Mary and learn from her the 
meaning of your Motherhood. She is still a Mother today, Moth- 
er of the Mystical Body of her divine Son. On Calvary’s barren 
summit, she held the mutilated, bruised, and lifeless Body of | 
her God and her child; today she holds His Mystical Body, 
nourishes it with the milk of grace, clothes it with garment of 
virtue, instructs it with the Sacred Scriptures and the doctrines 
of His Church. In times of distress she is the guiding star, lead- 
ing the weary traveller to the haven of God’s arms. Learn from 
Mary, Christian Mothers, that yours is a sublime calling, sublime 
even in those moments of tired nerves and aching arms. Mary’s 
life must have held moments so like your own: beds to be made, 
dishes to be washed, torn garments to be mended, a skinned knee 
to be kissed and bandaged, a fevered brow to be soothed, and a 
little body to be rocked to sleep. You may find it hard to imagine 
Mary sharing some of the trying experiences that are yours; 

but remember, Mary knew that a sword of 
sorrow would pierce her Heart, and that her 
. “ioe Child was to be the suffering Servant fore- 
I IG told by the prophets. ... “despised and the 
most abject of men, a man of sorrows and 
<j acquainted with infirmity.” 
Ay. To all our Mothers of today, we turn 
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with grateful hearts on Mother’s Day to 

thank you for living your vocation and co- 

operating with God. We pray for you, as 
we entrust you to Mary, the Model of Motherhood and the 
Mother of mothers. May she be with you throughout life and 
may she guide your hands and ennoble your hearts; may she 
comfort you in sorrow, may she fortify you in trial, may she shine 
through you in every little action of your day, and may she lead 
you to God in whom you will find the fulfillment and the reward 
of “your Motherhood.” 
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Memorial Day 


ATHOLICS traditionally associate November with the holy 
souls in purgatory. It is the Church’s “Memorial Month.” 
In May, too, our thoughts frequently turn to the holy souls, an- 
ticipating the observance of Memorial Day as a tribute to the val- 
iant heroes who have died upon the battlefields. The caretakers of 
cemeteries are busy working with nature to beautify the places 
where the dead repose, and all are aware of a certain “cemetery- 
consciousness,” which leads to the making of visits to the graves 
of loved ones. Such a visit for a Catholic means more than just 
to place a wreath or pot of flowers there. Prayers also ascend to 
the Father of Mercies for the repose of the departed souls. 


The national holiday has played a leading part in this at- 
tention to cemeteries. But the Church, with a mother’s wisdom, 
leads us on not only to decorate the graves of those who have 
sacrificed their lives for a temporal cause, but to remember in 
prayer for their eternal happiness the souls of all the departed. 
Regardless of the season, the Church always encourages prayer 
for the dead. The perennial resurrection of nature in May offers 
an opportune time to reflect upon the resurrection that awaits all 
mankind. If the departed were not to rise to an eternal life, 
there would be no significance in beautifying the place of their 
last repose. But our faith looks forward to the time when this 
mortality will put on immortality, and we see the cemetery as a 
sacred place, as “God’s Acre.” As such, it should be kept in a 
condition befitting its sacredness. Lot-owners can do their part 
by their understanding co-operation with those who have the care 
of the cemetery, but in one’s concern for the temporal place of 
rest of the body, there must be no neglect to ply the spiritual 
tools of prayer and alms for the benefit of the soul. 


Prayer, now and through the years, is the greatest and most 
perpetual form of care that can be given. Your own prayers will 
necessarily be intermittent, but you can secure the benefit of 
perpetual prayer for your loved ones by giving a nominal alms 
which will entitle them to enrollment in our Association of Per- 
petual Adoration. By this enrollment they share in the unceas- 
ing prayers of the Sister-Adorers, in their daily Holy Mass and 
Holy Communion, and in other suffrages. 


Memorial Day is a magnificent American tradition, no 
longer confined to the boundaries of the United States. Catholic 
observance makes it, with the entire month of May, a Memorial 
Day of all who have gone into the land of eternity. 
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Novena to the Sacred Heart 


JUNE 1 to JUNE 9 


“IF any man. thirst, 
let him come to Me and 
drink. Come to Me, all 
you who labor and are 
burdened. I will refresh 
you! My child, give Me 
your heart, and let your 
eyes keep My ways.” 

“With a perpetual love, 
God has loved us; and be- 
ing lifted up from the 
earth (on the Cross) He 
has drawn us in pity to 
His Heart.” 

These are the thoughts 
Holy Mother Church puts 
in our mind and the words 
she puts upon our lips in 
the Vespers for the feast 
of the Sacred Heart. They 
tell us, in Jesus’ own 
words, that whatever 
grace we need in our life, 
whether spiritual or tem- 
poral, we will find it in 
His Heart. Jesus loves 
souls. He knows from His own experience the sufferings and disappoint- 
ments of life. He wants to share the cares of each and every one, be- 
cause He loves all. Go to Him with great confidence during the Novena 
in honor of His Sacred Heart. 

If you wish to send your intentions to us, and join with our Sisters 
in our five convents of Perpetual Adoration, we will gladly recommend 
them also to His loving Heart. He has solemnly promised to hear united 
prayer. “I say to you further, that if two of you shall agree on earth 
about anything at all for which they ask, it shall be done for them by My 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together for My 
sake, there am I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:19). St. John also 
assures us, “The confidence we have towards Him is this, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. And we know that He hears 
whatever we ask; we know that the requests we make of Him are 
granted” (1 John 5:14, 15). 

Yes, prayer is always granted, and when it is not granted according 
to our expectation, God gives something better according to His infinite 
wisdom and love. 
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Past... Present... and Future 


AT OUR printery here in Clyde, May always means some- 
thing special. “Tabernacle and Purgatory” comes from the press 
with another year added to its history; and this year we invite 
all our readers to join us in the celebration of our 57th Birthday. 
There is a spirit of deep gratitude in our hearts, first of all to 
God, who has guided and upheld this apostolate during the many 
years past. But there is also a special note of gratitude in our 
hearts to each of our faithful friends and subscribers—both old 
and new—who have made our work possible. As we extend our 
thanks, we confidently rely on your continued support in the 
years that lie ahead. Your greatest support will be to continue 
your subscription, and we hope you will find another subscriber 
as we enter into our 58th year of publication. Have you thought 
of a “Gift Subscription”? Select “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, graduation, ordination. 
It makes “the perfect gift” for priests, brothers, sisters, and 
seminarians. 

During May, we offer as a premium for each NEW sub- 
scription, (not renewals) a precious SCHEYERN CROSS. These 
crosses are replicas of a Relic of the True Cross and have been 
touched to the Relic. The Cross will be sent to the person send- 
ing in the new subscription, unless otherwise directed. 





Hymns for Holy Communion 


These hymns have appealing melodies and devotional lyrics composed by 
a Benedictine Sister of Perpetual Adoration: 


In This Sacrament Divine 
Come to Me, O Jesus 
Gentle Jesus 


You will also like: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Beloved Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Lord, Forgive 


18¢ a copy. Order from: Mello-Music Publishing Company 
507 Broadway Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
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Little Lovers’ League 


HAT thought comes to your mind when you hear the word “May”? 
It will probably be either Mother or Mary; or it may be beauty, 
since May is such a beautiful month. Let us put all these words together 
and we have the one most most perfect Woman who ever lived—our 
beautiful Mother Mary. We can be sure that everything Our Lord did 
when He was here on earth was very important. He did something won- 
derful as He hung on the Cross that first Good Friday. In the midst of 
all His sufferings, He turned to Our Lady and said: “Woman, behold thy 
son.” Then He turned to St. John and said: 
“Behold thy Mother.” Jesus spoke these 
words to each one of us, Little Lovers. He 
gave us Mary to be our Mother. 

Don’t you think He must be pleased 
when we love and honor her? Just how 
often do you turn to your heavenly Mother 
to tell her of your love for her, or to offer 
her the prayers, works, joys and sufferings 
of each day? How often do you whisper a 
prayer for help and courage in time of 
temptation? And how often do you show 
her your spiritual cuts and bruises—those 
sins and faults you commit—asking her to 
heal them and to help you to avoid the occasions of sin in the future? 

If you have failed to be a good child of Mary, make up your mind to 
honor her in a special way during this month that Mother Church dedi- 
cates to her. And if you are already a faithful child of Mary, you will 
know how to find new ways of honoring your Mother. Ask Jesus to help 
you, by giving you a share of His love for her. She will give it all right 
back to Him in your name, you can be sure, and it will be all the more 
pleasing to Him since it comes through the Heart of His Mother. 





PRACTICE: Recite three Hail Marys each day for the grace of purity. 
ASPIRATION: Mother most pure, pray for us. 


Bonnie’s Secret 


BONNIE sat up in bed and rubbed her eyes. For a minute she couldn’t 
remember why the alarm clock had rung. Outside the window she could 
see the first rosy streaks of dawn in the sky. Then she remembered; why, 
it was almost like a smile from heaven! Jumping out of bed, Bonnie 
dressed quickly and slipped into her pink and white organdy dress. It 
was her favorite, and this was a special occasion. Very quietly she tip- 
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toed down the steps and closed the front door behind her. She didn’t 
want to disturb anyone, and besides, this was her secret! 

It was a beautiful morning, so fresh and so still at this early hour. 
All about her Bonnie could see signs of God’s love: the sun rising in the 
east, seeming to set the whole sky on fire; the birds just waking up, and 
singing in a great chorus; the flowers with their upturned faces, remind- 
ing Bonnie that Jesus was waiting for a little flower to receive Him into 
her heart. So she began to walk faster. Today was so special; she had a 
big favor to ask Our Lord, and she knew He wouldn’t say no because this 
was the anniversary of her First Holy Communion. In her eagerness to 
get to the church, the little girl forgot to look before crossing Spruce 
Street. She didn't see the car coming, and the driver saw her too late. 
A moment later, Bonnie was lying unconscious on the pavement. 

The room was dark when Bonnie woke up. She tried to move, but 
felt a stabbing pain in her head. At first she was afraid, but slowly she 
began to make out two forms beside her bed. Not knowing that she had 
regained consciousness, they were speaking to one another. Bonnie heard 
them talking about her, and she realized that she was hurt seriously. She 
heard her Father say to her Mother: “I feel so helpless, Mary, if only 
there was something we could do. For the first time in my life I feel 
there is need of a greater than human power. If Bonnie pulls through I 
will believe in God and will begin instructions in the Catholic religion.” 

“Daddy,” whispered Bonnie, “do you really mean it?” Mr. Foster 
bent over the form on the bed. “Bonnie, at last you’ve come to! 
Yes, dear, I mean it with all my heart. The day that you are able to kneel 
in St. Joseph’s Church, your daddy, will be at your side. You will get 
better, Bonnie, won’t you?” “Of course I will, Daddy, that’s part of our 
secret.” “What secret, dear?” asked her Mother. “Jesus and I had a 
secret, Mommy. I promised Him that I would go to Holy Mass and re- 
ceive Holy Communion every day if He would give Daddy the gift of 
faith. I had been waiting and praying for so long that I planned to go 
to the early Mass on my anniversary to show Him how much it meant to 
me. That’s where I was going when the accident happened. I knew Jesus 
wouldn’t say no.” 

Mr. Foster listened in astonishment to his little girl’s story. In his 
heart he knew that only a great faith and a great love could inspire so 
much confidence on the part of a child. And in that moment, Mr. Foster 
knew that he too had been touched by grace. Unworthy though he was, 
he would one day receive Bonnie’s God into his heart. 

It took many weeks for Bonnie to get well, but her strong will helped; 
and, true to his promise, her father began instructions in the Faith. The 
first Sunday that she was able to go to Mass, her Mother and Daddy knelt 
beside her at the Communion rail. A brave little girl had been an apostle 
because she had a heart full of faith and love—and because Jesus knew 
she had the courage to suffer. 





Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 


(Feast, May 13) 
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Devotion to Mary Under Mary’s Mantle 


Why do we love our Blessed Carefully, lovingly, Mary 
Mother? There are a hundred watches over us from birth to 
reasons. This booklet will help death. Make the most of this 
you to appreciate the protection by calling 
basis for the honor we on her in all the events 


show her and increase 
your love for God’s 
Mother and yours. 15¢ 


of life. There is a spe- 
cial section on the con- 
secration of children to 
Mary. 15¢ 


To Jesus through Mary 
Heart of Our Mother 


Mary is the “gate of and Queen 


heaven.” She knows 
the Heart of her Son 
better than any other 
human being and leads 
those who love her 
safely and surely to 
Jesus. This booklet, 
based on St. De Mont- 
fort’s “True Devotion,” 
will explain the essen- 
tial points of a real 
devotion to Mary. 15¢ 


Ideal for the feast 
of Mary’s Queenship, 
May 31. This booklet 
explains the urgency of 
Mary’s message at 
Fatima for our own 
times, as well as the 
devotion of the Five 
First Saturdays. 15¢ 


The Rosary, My 


Novenas for the Feasts Treasure 


of the Blessed Mother 
A favorite Marian 


devotion and a most 
powerful one, the Ros- 
ary has been recom- 
mended by many Saints 
and Popes. This book- 
let will show you more 
about the beauty, pow- 
er and _ efficaciousness 
of this favorite devo- 


A real help toward 
honoring Mary the 
year round. Prayers, 
hymns and short medi- 
tations for most of her 
feasts, gathered in the 
form of novenas from 
the prayers of the 
Church. 128 pages, 








25¢ tion. 15¢ 
Reduction on quantities Benedictine Convent 
of 50 or more. of Perpetual Adoration 


Postage extra. Clyde, Missouri 





FOR THE GREAT MAY FEASTS 


MAY 1 


ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER 


Go to Joseph 
Devotions to St. Joseph 


MAY 11 


ASCENSION 


Gems from the Liturgy for 
the Feasts of Our Lord 
(Part II—96 pages, 20¢) 


MAY 21 


PENTECOST 


Devotion to the Holy Spirit 


Also “Gems” (see above) 


MAY 22 


ST. RITA 


St. Rita, Advocate of the 
Impossible (32 pages, 10¢) 


Order from: 


MAY 28 


TRINITY SUNDAY 


What Is God? 
Devotion to the Holy Trinity 


JUNE 1 


CORPUS CHRISTI 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All 
God with Us 
My Daily Visit 


Eucharistic Heart-talks with 
Jesus 


Eucharistic Miracles 

Communion Devotions with 
Mary 

Your Mass and YOU 

God Himself, Our Sacrifice 

My Daily Companion at Mass 


The Treasures of the Mass 
(128 pages, 50¢) 


Each booklet 15¢, 
except as marked. 
Reduction on Quantities 
of 50 or more. 
Postage Extra. 


Benedictine Convent of 


Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
NS ARO SSRN Ril LIME SS NE I IESE AT 








